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CHAPTER II
ORAL INTERVIEW
INTERVIEWER:

OK, let's start with the curriculum and what subjects

did you teach?

NINA CRAWFORD:

In the rural schools?

regular.
INTERVIEWER:

Well, I taught just the

Arithmetic, reading, writing, English.

What was the grade level that you taught?

NINA CRAWFORD:

Well, I varied from eighth grade on down.

I had

some in the lower grades, but most of them were in the
middle grades and in the upper grades.
INTERVIEWER:

About how many did you have in your school?

NINA CRAWFORD:
INTERVIEWER:
NINA CRAWFORD:

Total.

Which school?
Like total numbers.

Give me an average.

Oh, I . • • of course, now in Kensington I had

twenty-two.

But in the others, let's see I had, well,

I had around six or seven in most of the rural schools.
INTERVIEWER:
NINA CRAWFORD:
INTERVI EWER:
you go?

What was the length of the school day?
From nine till four.
And the school year?

How many number of months did

\
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NINA CRAWFORD:
INTERVIEWER:

Nine.
And did any of it change or did it stay the same every

year?
NINA CRAWFORD:
INTERVIEWER:

No, it stayed the same every year.
What methods did you use to teach?

NINA CRAWFORD:

Now what • • • the way we did it in some of the rural

schools, they had a "course of study" that we had to follow
and we'd just would have them study so much and then we'd
have our class and discuss that . . . what we'd studied.
INTERVIEWER:

Did you have any teaching aids?

You know, different

things like filmstrip projectors, films, or anything like
that?
NINA CRAWFORD:
INTERVIEWER:

No.
Just had a blackboard?

NINA CRAWFORD:
INTERVIEWER:

Yes.
And all those years, nothing • • • it stayed

the same?
NINA CRAWFORD:
INTERVIEWER:

Just about the same, all the time.
Did you have any type of special classes, students that

had special problems, reading problems, or anything.
were they all treated the same?

Or
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NINA CRAWFORD:

Well, in most of the schools, they were pretty

much the same.
INTERVIEWER:

Could you describe the school day for me?

What you

did in the mornings and then in the afternoons?
NINA CRAWFORD:

Well, in the morning, when we started school, we

always said the Lord's Prayer at that time.

And then I would

• they had their assignments and I would give

give them.

them a little time to study those assignments for whatever
subject they're to have and then, after a certain length
of time, then we would have a discussion of what they studied
and the subject that they studied on.

Of course, during

the day, of course, we went through from one subject to
the other.

Till noon, and then they had their lunchtime

and then we went back to our regular work at one o'clock
and worked from one till four.
INTERVIEWER:
NINA CRAWFORD:
INTERVIEWER:

Did you teach just one class at a time?
Yes .
Like when you had the first graders doing something

the second graders.
NINA CRAWFORD:

Yes.

When I was having class with one the others

are studying.
INTERVIEWER:

Did you have any type of tests that you gave for

promotion?
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NINA CRAWFORD:

Well, at that time we had a "course of study" and

we had to cover that certain amount of each subject to
take their test and they had to take a test to be reported
at the courthouse, in order to pass from one grade to the
other.
INTERVIEWER:

Did your school have a library?

Did you have any

extra books that they could just read?
NINA CRAWFORD:
INTERVIEWER:
NINA CRAWFORD:

No.
Where did you get your textbooks?
Well, each one would have whatever textbook they

had for their grade they were in.
INTERVIEWER:
NINA CRAWFORD:

Did the county supply the textbooks?
Now, I'm not sure.

I was thinking that each child

had to get his own textbook.
INTERVIEWER:

Were they different types of textbooks or did you

just tell them that they had to be this type?
NINA CRAWFORD:

That type.

So that everyone in the same grade would

have the same textbook.
INTERVIEWER:

What was the atmosphere in the school?

or was it loose?
NINA CRAWFORD:

No, it was strict.

Was it strict
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INTERVIEWER:

What were some of the rules that you had back then

that we don't have today?
NINA CRAWFORD:

Well, I don't know if there is a great lot of them.

All they did was have their time to study and we . . •
our classes and then we had recesses.
INTERVIEWER:

Were you allowed to spank the students?

NINA CRAWFORD:

Yes.

If they needed it and no interference

with the parents.
INTERVIEWER:

Not at that time .

Did you have any special programs that you put on

during the school year?
NINA CRAWFORD:

We'd have Christmas programs.

program.

We put on a Christmas

Sometimes the parents would work with me and we'd

have a day when we'd have dinner, just to entertain the kids.
INTERVIEWER:

Did you have any spelling bees or music contests

of any kind?
NINA CRAWFORD:
INTERVIEWER:
NINA CRAWFORD:

We didn't have any music of any kind.
Did the school have a graduation exercise?
No.

When they graduated from the eighth grade,

they came to town for their graduation.
INTERVIEWER:

Do you think teaching is different today than • • .
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NINA CRAWFORD:
INTERVIEWER:
NINA CRAWFORD:

Oh, there's a lot of difference.
In what way?
Well, I think then it was mostly left up to the

teacher to conduct the school.
hardly ever interfered.

And the parents, of course,

It was up to the teacher to have

a good, quiet school and to cover their material and the
work they needed to cover in order to pass from one grade
to _the other.
INTERVIEWER:

Did you have any extracurricular activities?

Like basketball or • . .
NINA CRAWFORD:
INTERVIEWER:
NINA CRAWFORD:
INTERVIEWER:

No, none at that time.
Just the playground.
Yes.
How were the teachers suppose to conduct themselves

in the community?
NINA CRAWFORD:

Well, of course, we were looked up to, but in the

community • • . you mean outside of school?
INTERVIEWER:
NINA CRAWFORD:

Yes.
We were suppose to be a real good companion.

compatible person in the community in order to teach.

9

INTERVIEWER:

Were there any problems with teacher turnover?

Were there a lot of teachers that came and went?

NINA CRAWFORD :
INTERVIEWER:

No, not that I know of.
Was it hard to find teachers during the "war years?"
Well, in a way it was.

NINA CRAWFORD :

Some of us, like I did, I

volunteered to go out and work at the different schools
that needed a schoolteacher.

And I would teach where

they needed me and then I would go on to another one and
teach where they needed me there .
INTERVIEWER:

Was there a principal for the school?

Who did you

answer to?

NINA CRAWFORD:
INTERVIEWER:

To the courthouse.
To the courthouse.

Did anybody come out to check on

you?
NINA CRAWFORD :
INTERVIEWER:

Not very often.
If someone would have come out there, who would it

have been?
NINA CRAWFORD:

Well, our school board mostly kept track of the

teachers and the pupils.
INTERVIEWER:

You said that you handled all the discipline

problems.
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NINA CRAWFORD:
INTERVIEWER:

Yes.
The parents , ••

NINA CRAWFORD:
INTERVIEWER:

They didn't interfere •• ,
Where did you live while you were teaching at the

school?
NINA CRAWFORD:

During the wartime, we lived here in Woodston.

But before that, I was born and raised at Kensington and
went to school in Kensington and graduated there and taught
school there.
INTERVIEWER: That 's where you taught first and second grade.
NINA CRAWFORD:
INTERVIEWER:

Yes.
How much schooling did you have to have to be able

to teach?
NINA CRAWFORD:

Well, at that time you had to have two years of

college to teach in town and I went to Hays College two
summer terms in order to teach in the Kensington grade
school.
INTERVIEWER:
NINA CRAWFORD:

Now was it different in rural schools?
No, you had to have a college education .
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INTERVIEWER:

What were the different schools you taught at

besides Kensington?
NINA CRAWFORD:
INTERVIEWER:
NINA CRAWFORD:

Where were they?
Yes.
I taught out here.

At Kensington I taught

out north of Kensington at a small school and then I
taught down here between Kensington and down by Claudell.
It was called • • • well anyway, I had to teach there
before I could teach into town and then when we moved here
in '37, I took over these schools.

I taught out here on the

hill, Excelsior.
INTERVIEWER:
NINA CRAWFORD:

Excelsior?
No, no, that was Plainview.

Plainview, then I

taught at Grant Center • • •
INTERVIEWER:
NINA CRAWFORD:
INTERVIEWER:
NINA CRAWFORD:

It was south of town . . . south of Woodston?
It was north of Woodston.
North of Woodston.
Grant Center .

And then I taught out here at Excelsior.

This is the only one out here that's got a school that's
still standing.
INTERVIEWER:
there?

And I taught my last two years out here.

Were the schoolhouses all built before you taught
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NINA CRAWFORD:
INTERVIEWER:

Yes.
What were they made out of?

NINA CRAWFORD:
INTERVIEWER:
NINA CRAWFORD:
INTERVIEWER:

Most of them were just lumber, just like a house.
It was a public school?
Yes.
What type of heating and lighting and toilet facilities

did you have?
NINA CRAWFORD:

We had an outside toilet and then we had

old-fashioned heaters that we used to heat the schoolhouse.
INTERVIEWER:
NINA CRAWFORD:
INTERVIEWER:
NINA CRAWFORD:
INTERVIEWER:
NINA CRAWFORD:

Were they coal or were they • • •
Well, sometimes we used coal or wood, mostly coal.
Who had to get all of that . . •
I did.
You got the heating started.
I had to go out early enough in the morning to get

the stove started and the schoolhouse kind of warmed up.
INTERVIEWER:
NINA CRAWFORD:

What time did you have to go out there?
Oh, about eight or eight-thirty.

carry in the water.

And had to
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INTERVIEWER:

There was a well outside?

NINA CRAWFORD:

Yeah, didn't have any water inside.

Started the

heater and get it warmed up before any of the students
would come to school.
INTERVIEWER:

What about the interior of the school?

What did it

look like inside?
NINA CRAWFORD:
INTERVIEWER:
NINA CRAWFORD:
INTERVIEWER:

Oh, just common, ordinary.
Like a house?

Plaster?

Yes.
Who was in charge of upkeeping the building?

Making sure the roof didn't leak.
NINA CRAWFORD:
INTERVIEWER:

Oh, the school board would see to that.
Were the schoolhouses used for anything besides school?

Were there any public meetings?
NINA CRAWFORD:

No, just our school meetings and things like that

is all that we used it for.
INTERVIEWER:

Were there any physical problems in the buildings or

were the buildings nice?
NINA CRAWFORD:

The buildings were nice at that time.
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INTERVIEWER:

What happened to the schools?

NINA CRAWFORD:

You said that one • • •

Now this one out here, Plainview, they moved it

out and moved it up to Carl Orr's place.

And out here to

Grant Center, they moved the schoolhouse.

Moved it over

to another place out on the farm.

They have just taken

them and moved them different places, but this one out
south here is still standing.
INTERVIEWER:

NINA CRAWFORD:
INTERVIEWER:

NINA CRAWFORD:
INTERVIEWER:
NINA CRAWFORD:

Excelsior.
Excelsior.

I t's still setting • • •

The people bought the schoolhouses?
Evidently.
What was the usual age that a child began school?
Between.

• oh, let's see • • . around

what would it be • • • right now I can't think.
INTERVIEWER:
NINA CRAWFORD:
INTERVIEWER:

Five?
About six years old.
Did it vary any?

Did some send their children to

school
NINA CRAWFORD:

Some of them came to school younger than that.

Five.

15

INTERVIEWER:

Were there any children that moved in and out during

the school year or did it stay the same?

NINA CRAWFORD:
INTERVIEWER:

It pretty well stayed the same.
What was the greatest distance that you can remember

a student traveling to school?
NINA CRAWFORD:

Oh, they didn't have to go too awful far.

Most

of them, I think, had about between four and five miles.
INTERVIEWER:
NINA CRAWFORD:

How did they get to school?
Well, some of them walked and some rode horses.

And then they'd turn the horses back to go . . • but most
of them walked to school.
INTERVIEWER:
NINA CRAWFORD:
INTERVIEWER:
NINA CRAWFORD:
INTERVIEWER:

There were about six or seven students in the school?
Yeah, around seven, eight, or something like that.
And you taught first through eight.
Yes.
When students graduated, did you know if very many of

them went on to college?
NINA CRAWFORD:

I know some did.

Some did • • . of course I've

lost track of a lot of the others around Kensington, since
I've been gone so long, but I've had some students out here at
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Excelsior that . • . one young man is a doctor.
school and he's a doctor.

He went to

And then Richard Ross, you know,

he went on to college and on to high school.

Did pretty

good.
INTERVIEWER:
NINA CRAWFORD:

INTERVIEWER:

That makes you feel good.
Yes.
The average student, what background did they have

at your school?
NINA CRAWFORD:
INTERVIEWER:

Was it more farming . . .

Mostly farmers .
What was the average number of years that students went

to school?
NINA CRAWFORD:

They would stay there until they got through grade

school and most of them would . . . the majority of them
went on to high school.
INTERVIEWER:

Suppose you had a real smart student, say that was

younger than •• what was the average age in eighth grade,
fourteen years old.

Suppose they were twelve years old and

they had all the requirements for the eighth grade, would
they go on to the ninth grade or did they have to.
NINA CRAWFORD:

No , when they graduated from the eighth grade • • •

when they covered that amount of study and get all that done
and pass the test, then they'd go on to high school.
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INTERVIEWER:

So, it didn't matter about their age?

NINA CRAWFORD:
INTERVIEWER:

When they were ready to go, they went on.
Was there a requirement back then for how many years

you had to attend school?
NINA CRAWFORD:
now.

Well, I suppose it's pretty much the same as it is

Four years in high school • • • eight years in grade

school.
INTERVIEWER:

But were they required legally to attend school?

Did they have to attend school?
NINA CRAWFORD:
INTERVIEWER:
NINA CRAWFORD:
INTERVIEWER:

Not unless they wanted to .
What did the students usually dress like?
Just common, ordinary clothes.
Was there very much of a cost to the family of

educating a child?
NINA CRAWFORD:
INTERVIEWER:
NINA CRAWFORD:

Not a whole lot.

Not at that time.

But they did have to buy their own books.
Oh, yeah.

The way I remember, now I'm not sure,

but I think they bought their own books.
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INTERVIEWER:

How did they decide what students went to that certain

school?
NINA CRAWFORD:

If they lived in that district, they attended that

school.
INTERVIEWER:

And you said there was a school board for each

school?
NINA CRAWFORD:

INTERVIEWER:
NINA CRAWFORD:
INTERVIEWER:
NINA CRAWFORD:

Yes, there's a school board for each one.
How many members?
Three.
Can you remember any of their names?
Oh, mercy.

I can remember some out here.

Carl Orr was one • • • and a Peacock was one

• and

Orville Foster was one, right here on the hill.

I can't

remember some of the others.
INTERVIEWER:

Did you have a PTA or any kind of parent-teacher

organization?
NINA CRAWFORD:
INTERVIEWER:
NINA CRAWFORD :
INTERVIEWER:

No, not necessarily.
You just called up the parents.
Yes.
Who hired and fired the teachers?
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NINA CRAWFORD:
INTERVIEWER:

The school board.
Did anyone have any input, as far as who got the job,

besides the school board members?
NI NA CRAWFORD:
INTERVIEWER:
NINA CRAWFORD:
I NTERVIEWER:
NINA CRAWFORD:

Well, I don't think so.
Did you make applications to the school board?
Yes,
Why did the schools close around here?
Well, a lot of them didn't have enough students

to support a school.
INTERVIEWER:
NINA CRAWFORD:
INTERVIEWER:
NINA CRAWFORD:

How were you paid?
By the month.
How did you determine your salary?
They just made • • • they just told me how much I'd

get a month.
INTERVIEWER:
NINA CRAWFORD:

And I taught school for fifty dollars a month.

It's a lot more now.
I drove back and forth in the car.

schoolhouse and back.

To the

Can't hardly believe that, but it's

true.
INTERVIEWER:

Well, fifty dollars went a long way back then, a lot

more than it does today.

.,.
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NINA CRAWFORD:
INTERVIEWER:

You couldn't get them to do that today.
Was the land purchased or given to the school?

NINA CRAWFORD:
INTERVIEWER:
NINA CRAWFORD:
INTERVIEWER:
NINA CRAWFORD:
INTERVIEWER:
NINA CRAWFORD:

Now that I don't know.
Was your salary fifty dollars a year?
Fifty dollars a month.
A month.

I mean a month.

As long as I taught school.
And it didn't change all those years?
No, during that time of that year that I taught there,

that's what they paid me.
INTERVIEWER:
NINA CRAWFORD:

How did you get your paycheck?
They just made out the • • . the school board made

out the check.
INTERVIEWER:

Do you feel like you have very positive memories of

teaching school around Woodston?
NINA CRAWFORD:

Yes, there's a lot of pleasant times, when I

get to thinking about it.

I think of a lot of pleasant

times with the students and how close we were.

We were

I think we were closely knit then, more so than we are
now, because in a rural school like that you could have
a feeling individually • • • each student you have a chance
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to know each one and it's a good feeling to know . • •
that you felt • • •
INTERVIEWER:

Would you like to teach in a school system the way

it is now?
NINA CRAWFORD:

No, I don't think I would.

